WHAT MEAN THESE STONES
JOSHUA 4: 19-22
 

"And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. And he spake unto the children of Israel saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land."

 

The children of Israel had been slaves in Egypt for 430 years, and God sent Moses to bring them out of bondage. After wandering in the wilderness for 40 years, Moses died and left Joshua as the leader of the Israelites. Now the time had come to cross the Jordan River and take the Israelites into the promised land, given to Abraham hundreds of years before. It was Joshua who took them over the Jordan River, as God dried up the waters and the children of Israel walked over on dry land. To honor God, and the great miracle He had done, God instructed Joshua to build a monument of 12 large stones. He explained to Joshua that this monument would forever remind the generations to come of what God had done for them.
"When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land." 
So what do the stones teach us today? Can we learn a lesson from the story that God leaves for us in the book of Joshua? "What mean these stones?"
 

1. The stones teach us that God answers prayer.
Israel had prayed for freedom, after being enslaved by the Egyptians. The Hebrew children prayed for a deliverer, and God sent Moses. The Israelites prayed for a promised land that they could say was their own land, and God took them over the Jordan River and into a land that would be called Israel. Each generation learned that God was always there, and God answered their prayers each and every time. God tells us in Matthew 21:22 "And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." God still answers our prayers, if we will be faithful and truly seek Him in our regular prayer life. 
 

2. The stones teach us that the Blood of the Lamb saves you.
Remember Exodus 12? God sent Moses to Egypt to bring out the Hebrew children. When Pharaoh refused, God sent many plagues to break his will. The final plague became known as the "Passover", because God had all the Hebrews sacrifice a lamb and put the blood on their doorpost and over the top of the door. When the Spirit of God moved through Egypt that night, only the homes with the blood of the lamb were spared a terrible plague of death. When God saw the blood, he passed over them, and went to another house with the plague. It was the blood that saved the Hebrew children that night. This lesson teaches us that the Blood of our Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ, saves us today. When you put your faith in Christ, His Blood, which was shed on the Cross of Calvary, cleanses us from all unrighteousness.
 

3. The stones teach us that God will make the impossible, possible.
Remember Exodus 14? The Hebrew children had come up to the huge body of water called the Red Sea. It was the time of the floods, and the Sea was deep and wide, not allowing the Israelites to cross. As they were about to give up, it was God that did the great miracle of dividing the Red Sea, and allowing the Hebrews to cross over on dry ground. After all had crossed, the Sea came back together, drowning all the Egyptian army that was trying to catch the Israelites. Those stones reminded the children of Israel that God did something that was impossible. You know, God still can do the impossible today, and we can see Him come to our rescue.
 

4. The stones teach us that God defeats the enemy of His children.
Again in Exodus 14, the Egyptian army had almost caught the Israelites. Pharaoh had decided that he wanted them back as slaves, and his army was the most powerful army on earth. If he caught the Israelites, he would have no problem in taking them back to Egypt. When the Hebrews were about to be caught, God hid them by a cloud, and Pharaoh could not see them. When the Hebrews were stopped by the Red Sea, God parted the waters and the Israelites escaped again. Then the Egyptians followed the Israelites through the walls of water, but God brought the waters back together, and the entire Egyptian army was caught out in the middle of the Red Sea, and they all drowned, horses and men. Those stones teach us that God will protect his children, and those who are trying to hurt God's people, will be met by God Himself.
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