LESSONS FROM A FATHER
LUKE 15: 11-22
 

"And he said, A certain man had two sons:
And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.
And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.
And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 
And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.
And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,
And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.
And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:"
 

The story is about a son who took his inheritance, and wasted it on a lifestyle that was not what his father would have wanted for him. His father gave him his inheritance, allowing the son to go off and make his own life. The young man made some bad decisions, finding himself eating with the pigs. Many who have preached this story, have spent their time finding fault with this young man, but surely God has more lessons for all us to learn. Let's look at the father and his sons, and see what we can learn from our Father in heaven.
 

1. The Father's love knew no boundary. v.12
If you will notice verse 12, it has in the last line, "And he divided unto them his living." The father took his living and divided it out to his two sons. He was under no obligation to do that, but his love for his son was so great, he wanted him to have all that he wanted. This father could have said no, for it was not time to give the inheritance out. However, the father loved his son, and was willing to give his son things that he was not entitled to at that time. What does that teach us today? The father is a picture of our FATHER in heaven, who loves us beyond all of his obligations. We are not entitled to all that the Father in heaven gives us, but he pours out his blessings to us, even when we're not entitled to the blessings. 
 

2. Some may choose to walk a different path. v.13
You'll notice that in verse 13, this young man took his father's living, and went his own way to live his own life. I'm sure that the father was saddened to see his son leave, knowing that what was ahead of this young man was a lot of trouble. However, the father allowed his to make his own decisions, seeing that he was an adult, and could leave at any time. This father loved his son, and had to stand by and watch as this young man left for the world. Not everyone will walk as we think they should walk. This father is a picture of our FATHER, who allows us to make our own decisions, even though many of our decisions go against what God would have us to do. We surely make some bad decisions, and walk some bad paths, but the Father's love never is lost. This father never gave up on his son, even when this young man was living a sinful lifestyle. When we head in the wrong direction, God never gives up on us, loving us through it all, desiring that we would turn our lives around, and begin to follow HIM.
 

3. God has a way to turn a life around. v.14-16
We see that this young man finds himself living with the pigs. When his money ran out, so did his friends. This fellow found himself without food, without work, and without friends, and about to faint. He wound up eating the food of the pigs, and finally came to himself, meaning that he was truly sorry for his way of life. God had to take him to the pigpen to get his attention. Sometimes our Father will allow us to make the wrong decisions, bringing us to our knees and allowing us to see that God's way is the right way. God can turn a life around, even though He surely does not enjoy seeing us suffer from our bad decisions. 
 

4. The Father's love was unconditional. v.18-22
The one thing that I noticed in this story was that the son practiced his confession over and over. Notice in verse 18, where he says "I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee." The son practiced what he would say, trying to get his father to accept him back. However, notice 20, "And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him." The son never got the chance to confess his sins to his father. The father loved him so much that he ran to him and kissed him, even before the son opened his mouth. It was not the confession that brought forgiveness; it was the act of turning to his father with repentance in his heart. It's not the words, its what is in your heart. The father forgave him, even before he opened his mouth. Our FATHER in heaven knows when you are coming to him with repentance in your heart. Your words are not what God is looking for; it's the repenting heart and desire to turn to the Lord for salvation. Our Father's love is unconditional, not waiting for us to say some particular words, but to put our faith in HIS Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior.
 

This Father's Day, we see a father who loved his son's, and teaches us that our Father in heaven, loves us beyond all that we do. Our Father in heaven desires that you come, accept his blessing through His Son, and receive the inheritance that He has for you. 
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