HAVING PEACE WITH GOD
ROMANS 5: 1
 

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

 

The Lord gives us assurance about having peace in our lives. Everyone wants to have peace, but in this world of turmoil, more and more people are fighting battles with the affairs of this world. Christians today are being attacked on all sides, and the stand for God seems to be getting harder for each generation. Today, even those who are children of God are loosing the battles of standing up for Christ. There will be no peace in a Christian’s heart, unless he can learn how to hold on to the peace of God. That peace comes from many areas, but I want to concentrate on just three points.
 

1. Peace through the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:"

This scripture teaches us that we are "justified by faith". The word "justified" is a legal term, and we use the term "justice" in the same way. To be justified is to say that you have had your day in court, and have been found innocent. In other words, you are free from punishment, free to go, and free from any further condemnation. The justice system points out to us that we cannot be tried for that same crime, once being found innocent of those charges. Notice how God used the term "justified". "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ". You see, a Christian is "justified" (found innocent, freed, never to be charged again) because of our faith in Jesus Christ. If that does not encourage you, check your heart for movement. That point brings peace to the Christian, and each of us is able to live our life in peace with God.

 

2. Peace through righteousness. Isaiah 32:17
"And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever."

The term "righteousness" is used for "Godliness" in many writings. It is a way of living, a way in which Christians should live their lives. When we stray from the paths that God would have us to live, we loose the peace that God has given us. When a Christian lives the way that God wants them to live, he lives his life in peace with God. Now I know what most will say: How can I live that Godly lifestyle, considering the place I have to work or the places I have to go? Each of us is faced with many decisions each and every day, but we are to face each day with the desires to live as close as we can with God. We will fail sometimes. None of us have reached a point in our lives where we can say we are perfect.  However, when we live the way that God wants us to live, HE says we will find peace with Him. Notice the rest of that verse. It says: "the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever". Need I say more?

 

3. Peace through the storms of life. Mark 4:39
"And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, PEACE BE STILL. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm."

You may remember this story as the Apostles were caught in a storm at sea. Fearing for their lives, they wake the Lord, who is asleep in the back of the boat. Christ arises and uses those words, "peace be still".  Immediately, the sea became calm and the storm was over.  Why did Christ allow the Apostles to go through a terrible storm and to fear for their lives?  Each of us will have to learn to face storms in our life, and each of us will have to learn where to turn when those storms come.  The Apostles had to learn a valuable lesson, and that is: Christ stills the storms. When you are facing the storms that seem to be pulling you down, turn to Christ and find the peace that only comes through the Lord. 
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