BRINGING DOWN THE MIRACLES OF GOD
ACTS. 12: 1-16

 

"Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him."

 

Peter, the Apostle, was going to be the next one killed by Herod the king. He had killed James, who was head of the Apostles in Jerusalem. Next in line was Peter, and Herod had decided that he was going to be the next one killed for his preaching of Christ. What happened that night was a miracle from God. Look in verse 6 and 7: "And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And the chains fell off from his hands." Peter was freed by the power of God, and the Angel walked Peter right out of the prison. What an amazing miracle that came down that night. I want to look at this story that God shares with us in the book of Acts. As Peter slept, an Angel came into the prison cell, released Peter from the chains, unlocked all the doors, and walked Peter through the prison and out into the streets, completely hidden from the sight of the guards. It was a miracle, and that same God is still on the throne. 

 

Can we have miracles like that today? God is still God, and that same God can do all things. If we could just look at what happened that night, we could learn a lot about getting God to move upon our lives. How do we get a miracle from God? Lets look at the scriptures in this story.

 

1. Prayer without ceasing is step number one. verse 5.
"Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him."

The church understood that prayer was the most important thing when it came to getting God's attention. This church prayed day and night, asking God to intervene and to free Peter from prison. God answered their prayer, and there was no doubt that the prayer life of this church was one of the reasons. We must learn to pray and pray often. Christ teaches us to pray, and tells us in Matthew 21:22 that "And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." Prayer is important, and constant prayer is powerful.

 

2. Have total faith in what you pray about. verse 6
"And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison."

Notice that just hours away from his execution, Peter is resting comfortably. He is sleeping soundly, not having any worry at all. Peter has complete faith in God, and he knows that God is going to answer his prayer, as well as all those who have been praying for him. We need to have that kind of faith when we pray. If we would demonstrate to God that we too have faith in our prayers, it may surprise us what God does with what we ask. Demonstrating our faith is a powerful tool to the Christian. We need to show the world that we believe in what we pray for.

 

3. Accept the miracles when God answers your prayer. verse 8
"And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did."

Notice that Peter did not try to figure this whole thing out. Most would stand there and explain to the Angel that there are three more gates and many guards that are keeping the prison. Some would argue that by their attempting to escape, they could be killed. However, Peter just did what he was told. The scriptures say "And so he did". Peter just accepted what God sent, and was ready to go. Do we accept God's miracle when He opens the door? Some may want to try to figure it out and talk themselves out of taking the path that they have prayed for. We ask God for something, then when he directs our path, we stand there and talk ourselves out of going, and explain that we could not take a chance on that direction. If we pray for God to provide, then accept it when He does.

 

4. Develop an army of prayer warriors. verse 12
"And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying."

Notice that there were "many were gathered together praying". There was not just one or two praying for Peter to get out of that death sentence, but there was an army of prayer warriors praying without ceasing. We need help in our prayers, and everyone should have some true friends that they can depend upon to pray with them in times of need.  That does not mean that your prayer is powerless. Of course you can pray and God will hear, but imagine having many people praying the same prayer day and night. God will hear you, but he will also be hearing from all your friends and church family. An army of prayers can cover the Throne of God, and miracles can take place from heaven. 

 

Peter walked out of the prison and did not die at the hands of Herod. That miracle teaches us some lessons that we can put to use each day in our life. Prayer is a powerful thing, and we need to pray and pray often, as well as have faith in what we pray for. 

 

Larry Lane, ThD, Pastor

Coastal Baptist Church of Brunswick

