BECOMING A LEADER FOR GOD
Joshua 1: 1-2
"Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel."

 

After wandering for 40 years in the wilderness, Moses dies without ever going into the Promised Land. His mission was to rescue the Hebrew children from slavery, out of the land of Egypt. He was to take them to the Promised Land, but failure, sin, and a lack of faith caused Moses to never see that land. His minister was a man named Joshua, and he was chosen by God to be the one to take over and lead the Hebrews over the Jordan River, and into the Promised Land. Joshua was a great leader, but why did God choose him? What was it about Joshua that God wanted him to become the new leader of Israel's children?
Today, we need good leaders in churches and schools, governments and homes. Let's look at what God saw in Joshua, and then we can see what makes a good leader, in God's eyes.
 

1. Good leaders come from good servants. Exodus 17: 8-10
"Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill."
Notice that Joshua was commanded by Moses to pick and army and go out to fight to the death with Amalek. Moses had not planned to go out and fight, for he was chosen leader. He appointed Joshua to get the army and go to war. Joshua never questioned Moses, but did what he was told to do. Joshua was a servant, and was willing to do the dirty work, going to war, or whatever had to be done. Sometimes, God's people want to be the leaders first, never serving from the bottom. To be a good leader, you've got to know how to serve first. I've learned as a pastor what it takes to do the dirty work. I've cleaned the church, mopped the bathrooms, and cut the grass, because no one else wanted those jobs. Joshua was not scared of the dirty work, and God wanted someone who knew how to work when no one else wanted to do it. 
 

2. Good leaders are lead by the Spirit. Numbers 27:18
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him."
Moses is told by God to select Joshua as his replacement. Moses knew his time was nearly over, and it was time to choose the new leader. Joshua was chosen because God said he was "a man in whom is the spirit". What God told Moses was that Joshua was filled with the "Spirit of God" and would do what God directed him to do. To be a good leader, we need to listen to God and allow God to direct our paths. Too many make decisions on what they think, rather than what God wants. We need leaders in churches, homes, schools, and governments, to be Christian leaders, seeking the will of God, rather than the will of the flesh. Our churches must be led by Godly men and women, not because of their wealth, political friends, or chosen profession, but because they have the Spirit of God living within them.
 

3. Good leaders have the assurance of God. Numbers 14: 8
"If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey."
If you go back and read the first seven verses, then read this verse, you see what the problem is. Most of the Hebrews didn't want to go into the Promised Land, because there were giants living over there. Only two men wanted to enter the land and take it, as God directed. One of those men was Joshua, who made that statement in verse 8. Joshua knew that the Lord would defeat the enemies of God people. He had total assurance that God would fight the battles, and the children of Israel would get the Promised Land, just as God had said. Joshua knew that God was going to take care of him, and so we too need to have that kind of faith. We should not worry, but trust in God, allowing God to lead our paths, and have the faith that God will guide us to victory.
 

4. Good leaders demand obedience of themselves. Joshua 8: 30
"Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal,"
Notice that Joshua built an altar to God. The first thing that Joshua did when he took God's children over the Jordan River was to worship the Lord. Joshua was a man of God who was not ashamed to fall before God and worship. God knew that Joshua was a great leader, for he knew that God was directing his life. If more would build altars to God, seeking the face of the Lord, we would see the blessings of heaven flow in our lives. We need more worship in everything we do. Our churches need to make sure that God is truly worshiped, as we lift up the most high God, and reverence HIM.
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